IN THE CLAIMS 

Please amend the claims as follows: 

1. (cutrently amended) A method for performing static timing analysis on an integrated 
circuit design, said method comprising: 

performing static timing analysis on a final circuit netlist file utilizing a snip file^ 
wherein said snip files includes signals and/or timing paths that are not subiect to said 
static timing analysis : 



converting said snip file to a plurality of outpoints after said final circuit netlist file 
met all timing constraints under said static timing analysis; 

performing formal verification on said plurality of outpoints; 

detennioing whether or not said plurality of outpoints pass said formal verification; 

in response to a determination that said plurality of outpoints do not pass said 
formal verification, issuing a flag to alert a use r; and 

in response to a determination that said plurality of cutpoiats pass said formal 
verification, sending said fmal circuit netlist file to manufacturing . 

2. (currently amended) The method of Claim 1, wherein said method fiirfher includes, in 
response to a determination that said plurality of cutpoiats do not pass said formal verification, 
modifying said final circuit netlist file list and returning to said performing static timing analysis 
with said modified final circuit nethst file. 
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3. (original) The method of Claim 1, wherein said method further includes, in response to 
a determination that said plurality of outpoints do not pass said formal verification, modifying 
said snip file and returning to said converting said snip file with said modified snip file. 

Please cancel Claim 4. 

5. (original) The method of Claim 1, wherein said performing formal verification further 
includes performing a functional equivalence comparison between said plurality of outpoints and 
corresponding HDL design of said plurahty of outpoints. 

Please cancel Claim 6. 

7. (currently amended) A computer usable medium having a computer program product 
residing on a comput e r usable medium for performing static timing analysis on an integrated 
circuit design, said computer usable medium program product comprising: 

program code means for performing static timing analysis on a final circuit netlist 
file utilizing a snip fil e, wherein said snip files includes signals and/or timinp; paths that 

are not subject to said static timing analvsis : 

program code means for converting said snip file to a plurahty of outpoints after 
said final circuit nethst file met all timing constraints under said static timing analysis; 

program code means for performing formal verification on said plurahty of 
outpoints; 

program code means for determining whether or not said plurality of outpoints pass 
said formal verification; mA 
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program code means for issuing a flag to alert a user, in response to a 
determination that said plurality of outpoints do not pass said formal verificatio n: and 

program code means for sending said final circuit netlist file to manufacturing, in 
response to a determination that said plurality of outpoints pass said formal verification . 

8. (currently amended) The computer usable medium program product of Claim 7, wherein 
said computer program product fiirther includes, in response to a determination that said plurality 
of outpoints do not pass said formal verification, program code means for modifying said final 
circuit nethst file list and returning to said performing static timing analysis with said modified 
final circuit netlist file . 

9. (currently amended) The computer usable medium program product of Claim 7, wherein 
said computer program product fiirther includes, in response to a determination that said plurality 
of outpoints do not pass said formal verification, program code means for modifying said snip 
file and returning to said converting said snip file with said modified snip file. 

Please cancel Claim 10. 

1 1 . (currently amended) The computer usable medium program product of Claim 7, wherein 
said computer program product for performing formal verification fiirther includes program code 
means for performing a fimctional equivalence comparison between said plurality of outpoints and 
corresponding HDL design of said plurality of outpoints. 

Please cancel Claim 12. 
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13. (currently amended) A computer system for perfonning static timing analysis on an 
integrated circuit design, said computer system comprising: 

means for performing static timing analysis on a final circuit netlist file utilizing 
a snip fil e, whereia said snip files includes signals and/or timing paths that are not subject 
to said static timing analysis : 

means for converting said snip file to a plurality of cutpoints after said final circuit 
nethst file met all timing constraints under said static tinnng analysis; 

means for performing formal verification on said plurality of cutpoints; 

means for deterniining whether or not said plurality of cutpoints pass said formal 
verification; and 

i 

means for issuing a flag to alert a user, ia response to a determination that said 
plurality of cutpoints do not pass said formal verificatio n; and 

means for sending said final circuit netlist file to manufacturing, in response to a 
determination that said pluralitv of cutpoints pass said formal verification . 

14. ■ (currently amended) The computer system of Claim 13, wherein said computer system 
fiirther includes, in response to a determination that said plurality of cutpoints do not pass said 
formal verification, means for modifying said final netUst file list and returning to said 
performing static timing analysis with said modified final circuit netlist file . 

» 

15. (original) The computer system of Claim 13, wherein said computer system fiirther 
iacludes, in response to a determination that said plurality of cutpoiats do not pass said formal 
verification, means for modifying said snip file and returning to said converting said snip file 
with said modified snip file. 

Amendment under 37 C.F.R. § 1.111 Page 5 BU040056.A1VI1 



Please cancel Claim 16. 

17. (original) The computer system of Claim 13, wherein said computer system for performing 
formal verification further includes means for performing a functional equivalence comparison 
between said plurality of outpoints and corresponding HDL design of said plurahty of outpoints. 

Please cancel Claim 18. 
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